
New Digital Curriculum Developed for Common Core
The new Apex Learning courses in math and English language arts  
fully incorporate the instructional intent of the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS), including rigorous instruction, active learning 
experiences, and meaningful assessment.

Ensuring rigor for academic success: These courses are created  
in-house by a team of education experts with the same focus on 
research-based best practices in learning as the CCSS. Students 
develop critical thinking skills through challenging but achievable  
tasks, with opt-in scaffolding and supports to meet students at their 
particular level of academic readiness.

Providing active learning experiences: Students engage in active 
learning experiences through a balance of tasks involving reading, 
observing, inquiring, creating, connecting, and confirming. 
These build students’ critical thinking skills and deepen their 
understanding of course content.

Assessing student knowledge: Formative, summative, and 
diagnostic assessments are integrated throughout each course. 
Frequent formative assessments reveal student understanding 
and inform instruction and intervention, while summative 
assessments measure and report learning outcomes. Unit-level 
diagnostic assessments generate individualized study plans that 
direct students to appropriate instructional content based on their 
strengths and weaknesses.

D IG I TAL  CURR ICULUM SOLUT ION

Common Core State Standards
ONLINE COURSES TO MEET LEARNING EXPECTATIONS

English 
English 9 
English 10 
English 11 
English 12

Math 
Algebra I 
Geometry 
Algebra II 
Mathematics I 
Mathematics II 
Mathematics III

*The mathematics courses and 
English 9 and 10 will be available 
summer 2013, with English 11  
and 12 to follow.

With Common Core State Standards and assessments, students will 

have the opportunity to develop the critical thinking and analytical skills 

necessary to succeed after high school and compete with peers across 

the state line and across the ocean.

—  Bob Wise 
President, Alliance for  
Excellent Education



English Language Arts
The English language arts courses effectively address each standard as well as the instructional intent  
of the four key areas outlined by the CCSS: reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language.

Reading: Students read a range of texts that reflect diverse authors and genres with an emphasis  
on informational texts. 

Writing: Instruction emphasizes how to write a persuasive argument  and how to use evidence to  
prove a thesis; students use different written and presentation formats to show their work.
Speaking and listening: Students use various kinds of media to analyze 
and synthesize information.

Language: Students have opportunities to develop and practice  
language skills throughout each unit.

Mathematics Courses
The newly designed math courses effectively address the standards  
in mathematics and instructional intent of the CCSS. Students 
demonstrate conceptual understanding, show and explain their  
work, and apply this knowledge to everyday life.

Focus and progression: Standards are organized by strand,  
with fewer concepts covered in greater depth.

Build abstract reasoning: Students use analysis and reasoning  
skills to help develop independent critical thinking.

Model with mathematics: Students learn to apply mathematics  
to analyze situations and improve their decision-making skills.

Intentional Assessment Design
Apex Learning assessments are intentionally designed to meet the 
requirements of the CCSS. Test items represent the variety of item 
types expected on PARCC and SBAC assessments. In addition to 
computer-scored tests, students demonstrate academic proficiency  
in performance tasks through teacher-scored assessments.

Seamless Transition to Common Core
Through customized professional development services, educators 
become immersed in the CCSS while also gaining expertise using 
Apex Learning digital curriculum. The highly responsive Apex Learning 
services team uses its expertise with the CCSS to guide educators.

Apex Learning has always 

started with the standards 

on which we’ve based the 

development of our online 

courses. After a thorough 

evaluation of the learning 

expectations the Common 

Core establishes, we can go 

further than aligning existing 

instructional content to the 

new standards by building 

new Common Core courses.

— Cheryl Vedoe 
 CEO, Apex Learning
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