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ORLAND , CA — Some students in the Orland school system struggle in a traditional classroom setting, 
but a new computer/Internet-tied educational program is providing hope and motivation for academic 
success.  
 
The online offering is not a mundane web-based presentation of facts, and figures, according to Jason 
Bramson, principal of North Valley High School, the alternative education institution of the Orland 
Unified School District.  
 
The program, which is a product of Apex Learning, a Seattle-based company, combines images, audio, 
video and interactive content to engage students.  
 
Bramson said for many students who live in the world of the Internet, iPads and smartphones, the 
technology blend reaches them in ways teacher-lecture classes just can't.  
 
"I think for a lot of our kids, this is the best way to go," said Cindy Spiteri, who as an instructional aide 
closely shepherds alternative ed students through the system.  
 
"We have a lot of kids over here who, sadly, don't fit into a traditional high school," she continued.  
 
One of the specific targets of the program is "credit recovery."  
 
Sean Crosswhite, who teaches social studies and physical education at North Valley, said the Apex 
system, which has been in place for three months, is an academic lifesaver for some of his students.  
 
Many, if not most, of the kids in alternative education are behind in courses and the credits they need 
for graduation.  
 
Crosswhite explained some of the students get "so far behind, they are ready to quit."  
 
Shawna Trammell, 17, was one of those kids.  
 
"I'm book smart, but I not socially smart," explained the articulate teen, but she also conceded she had 
been living in a home situation where school wasn't given a priority.  
 
That and the fact, "I don't always get along with teachers," combined to put her a full year behind in her 
high school graduation requirements.  
 



A change in her home situation has her much more focused on school, and since the program she is in 
allows her to take 50 credits a semester, as opposed to the 35 a semester permitted at Orland High, 
Shawna expects to make up of her missing coursework and graduate this spring.  
 
After graduation Shawna says she is going to college to become a marine biologist, or a dental hygienist.  
 
Agmal Zachary is an 11th grader, who just wants to get back into Orland High. He got behind in his 
classes and found himself at North Valley. Now he spends a lot of his time playing catch up on his 
classes.  
 
With the online option, "I've got a better chance of getting back," said Agmal.  
 
Bramson said one of the benefits of the program is flexibility. Kids can come in, take morning classes in a 
traditional classroom setting, leave at noon to work at a job, and connect to their Internet classes in the 
evening from home.  
 
That same online option means kids who travel on family vacations can take school with them on the 
Internet.  
 
"They can really take control of their education," said Crosswhite.  
 
He also said the online approach doesn't work for everybody. He explained some students have opted to 
stay with traditional teacher/lecture education.  
 
Even the Apex system requires some written- on paper exams and, according to Crosswhite, any time a 
student fails two online quizzes, the program shuts out the student and forces the individual to consult 
with a flesh and blood teacher.  
 
He explained that part of the process encourages the kids to pass the online tests because being able to 
work on the computer is reward.  
 
The program costs roughly $200 per student, and those costs cannot by law be passed on to the 
students, but Bramson said it is cost effective and he sees it opening up to the Orland High students in 
the future.  
 
Staff writer Roger H. Aylworth can be reached at 896-7762 or raylworth@chicoer.com. 
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